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DEVORA RADINSKY'S BAS MITZVA SPBECH Sept, 15, 1972

Parents, Geandparents, Relatives and friends,
Thank you ail very much for coming to help me celebrate my Bas Mitsva, This Shabbos
is a very special Shabbos in the Jowish cAlendar, This Shsbbos is Shabbos Shuvah,
the Shabbos of Return, the Shabbos betwesn Rosh Hashonna and Yom Kippur, On this
Shabbos especially, each of us is to search his ways, to look into his heart and
%o chioose the path wiich will retuzn him to the pdk shiich the Lord our Creator
would have us follow, the path which will assure each of us & moral, decent and
happy 1ife, Tnis indeed is & good Shalbes upom which to Celérate my Bas Mitzva,
Foz 1 now am begimning on the road of 1ife snd I now e reppensilde for choosing
uy own path,

The Torah porticn wiich we will read tomorrow in the Synagogue, Hasinu, ® ntafas
many valuable lessons which sheuld help me choose the preper path, This Torsh
portion is almost completely in verse, Maes deliversd the 1ast pert of his fare-
well address as & poen, This secus very strange, Wby should Mgees have finished
his last address to the Jewish people with & pomx? A poem hazdly sesms svitable

- for )'ses*s 1ast words o a pecple he bus led for forty years, What's more
throughout this poem Moses continually speals of a rock
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What is the meaning of this image the rock? /nd why doss Moses comtimually use
this inage? I saw a lot of rocks when I was in Israel snd the huge stomes which
make up the Wall are cortainly impressive tut I know that this is not wvhat Moses
meat, Accopding #o Webster's Dictiomary a xock is & synotyn for a firm fomdation,
samething upon which we can build, Jbses is tellingus heste that each of us muist
fizst of all in life have a firm foundatiom, And the firm foundstion of every

Jow must be & dellef in a God who cares and is concemned for everyons of us, A
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God in whom we can trust, a God who not only looks after us but alse who demands
it we in turn lead & mord and Just 1ife, In order o build any fims fowdstion
we must dig deep and we mist work hard and conschimtionsly, This too we must do
if we ave to lead the moral the good life, We must constantly work hard to ty o
find cut what is moral and then act sccordingly, This zecuires mich study and

effort,

This too I believe is the meaning of amother verse in which Jpses uses #i»
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cut of the csag and oll ocut of the fiinty zwck,
hmmmmmﬁiﬁlhmumvummm.
hard time, lsmtm-unnxymn-mmtmhamlwﬁ
0 zeally live, The Rock upom which they base thelr lives may st tines seem harxd
sad unyeliding and texvibly difficult but st the end M 68 assmures us it ddweys
pRodices seetness and honey, And what's more oil, bals, Ihe strangth amd
caurage t0 abways overmme all of life's difficulties, .

This is the reason too why X believe that Mees wrote his last words a8 a poem,
His last words which stress the vital importance of having a firm fomds don of
believing in a God in whom we can trusSt and which wamm against the false Ceds of
tosildy Dicassres Wiidh alweys end up in bitterness md feelings ofdepression,
loses is telling us do you want to feel 1ife's real highs to feel its poetyy, its
real joys them you must be fimmly seoted you must heve & firm foundatiom, Only
then ¢ your imagimation sesr can you really so to speak feel with it, Zo have cul buklo,
s fim fomdation Sams s Jot of hard work and study but at the end it leads

o poatry,

On this Shabtos, Shabbes Shuvah the day upom which all of us ave fo exanine ez
w,y8 and to choose ¥he right path I hope and pray that I will always be able o
m%ﬂ“ﬁﬁu. decency, mordlity and loving concemn, THRO=lak
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My Bas Mitzva protion tells me what I must do in osder to choose this path,

I hope that I will always =8 I grow up remeber these lessoms, That X will
lhawmmthom:bhAn&cmtuﬂ:mufllwmﬂw'a"‘
God =y Bock, my fimm fountation, That in onder %o do thls T mist be willing

%o work hasd mnd study hard and conscientionsly, that at times it might be

Very hand and difficult but at the end as Wses has said it can cmly lead to

poetzy and swestness honey snd balm,

At this time I would like %o thank my parents snd gramdparants for all the love

and devotion they have showered on me snd to ny father for preparing me for my

Bas Mitava, May I omly give them nachas, May I grow wp to be a credit to wy

family, ny Commmntiy, my country snd my religiom, Amen




